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" SI saw that, if there was a wall of stone between me and my towns-
men, there was a still more difficult one to climb or break through
before they could get to be as free as I was. I did not feel for a moment
confined, and the walls seemed a great waste of stone and mortar. I
felt as if I alone of all my townsmen had paid my tax. They plainly
did not know how to treat me, but behaved like persons who are
underbred. In every threat and every compliment there was a blun-
der; for they thought that my chief desire was to stand the other side
of the stone-wall. I could not but smile to see how industriously they
locked the door on my meditations, which followed them out again
without let or hindrance, and they were nearly all that was danger-
ous. As they could not reach me, they had resolved to punish my
body; just as boys if they cannot come to some person against whom
they have spite, will abuse his dog. I saw that the state was half-witted^
that it was timid as a lone woman with her silver spoons, and it did
not know its friends from its foes, and I lost all my remaining respect
for it and pitied it.9 "
After release, Gandhi took up the fight with added vigour. He
seldom got more than about four hours* sleep, and every minute of
his waking hours was occupied with anxious thought and work. In
an interview to Natal Mercurys he said: "The Indians have gone
through the struggle for the last two years and over 2,000 have gone
through the prisons of the Transvaal, that is to say nearly one-third
of the actual resident Indian population of the Transvaal. The
Government consider that it will be possible to starve us into sub-
mission. But I belive that we have amongst ourselves a very large
and sufficient number of people to carry on the struggle, in the face
of aH odds."
The Indian merchants did not lag behind. Mr. A. M. Cachalia,
chairman of the British Indian Association, in calling upon his credi-
tors to take charge of his assets, said: "Now Indian merchants have
to face voluntary poverty, enforced poverty or disgrace. They have
no desire to enrich, what is to them, an unjust Government., at the
expense of their creditors or themselves. They have no desire to face
disgrace. They must, therefore, for the present, cease to be merchants
and return the goods they have to their creditors, if any, or otherwise
close down their stores.'*
The Government realized that they could not subdue the satya-
grahis. There were storms and lulls but both parties had somewhat